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Although the primary focus of DoD has been on supporting WMD events, in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, it became obvious that there will be natural disasters of such catastrophic force, that federal Title 10 forces will be required to assist. With this increased emphasis on the use of federal forces in both events, have we created the right force structure to provide a seamless and timely response between the differing agencies? This paper will identify the differing governmental agencies responsible for domestic relief activities and discuss force structure changes by DoD to provide a more comprehensive response to civilian authorities. The analysis will address the following: 1) Is the DoD prepared to provide a coordinated and integrated relief effort? 2) Effects of the Posse Comitatus Act 3) If current plans are not adequate, recommendations to increase our domestic response relief efforts. Since the birth of our great nation, the federal government's response to catastrophic events in a state did not receive national media attention nor did our leaders in Washington pay particular attention to the requirement of disaster responses unless they happened to occur in their specific districts. Since then, "Homeland Security", "Homeland Defense" and "Homeland Support" have leapt to the forefront of national attention and become household terms.
DOMESTIC SUPPORT: RELATIONSHIP OF GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND THE DOD
When we hear these terms, there are two events that spring immediately into our minds. The first act, perpetrated by terrorists against the United States on 11
September 2001(9-11), revealed how vulnerable our homeland had become. ii The second act was the perfect storm, Hurricane Katrina, which quickly became one of the largest natural disasters to strike the United States iii . The first was created by man and the second by Mother Nature. It can be argued that while these acts were both great response failures, they also spurred sweeping changes designed to greatly increase the United States' preparedness to unprecedented heights in order to protect our citizens from both human actors and environmental catastrophes.
Although these three terms are interrelated in many aspects, they all require distinctly different plans, actors (federal, military and state) and capabilities to prevent, deter, fight and respond in support of. All three can be applied to a single event, but this paper will examine the "Support" piece of the triad, specifically to answer "who are the major players when a significant event occurs within our borders" and "are we better prepared to provide the requisite support"?
The 9-11 terrorist events created the greatest organizational changes within our With so many differing departments/agencies providing support, it is easy to see how the Federal response could quickly become disjointed without a single agency or department with overall command and control responsibility. CCMRF provides aid and support in the event of catastrophic events such as terrorist attacks on U.S. soil or an accidental CBRNE incident which would produce catastrophic results likely to overwhelm the civil authorities' response capabilities xlii .
Department of Defense Role in Domestic Response
While these developments greatly increase the DoD's domestic response readiness, it still leaves gaps in the Title X and Title 32 command relationships. Response times could still take days, and questions remain about who would be responsible for security at the catastrophe site.
To address these issues, 
RECOMMENDATIONS
The following recommendations will ensure that DoD can provide the requisite support in response to a catastrophic event:
1) Although DoD has created dedicated forces for use in domestic catastrophic events, they are concentrated strictly on CBRNE response capabilities. Certification exercises are based solely on response to that type of event. Large scale natural disasters are not factored into these exercises. These response forces are capable of responding to both types of events, but are being set up for failure by a lack of planning and practice for a Hurricane Katrina type event or especially for a multiple catastrophic disaster such as the Japanese earthquake, tsunami and nuclear incident.
2) DoD must clearly address and define the command and control responsibilities (Title X versus Title 32) of military formations for all types of disaster responses. We have made strides in building the requisite mix of forces for a response, but must further refine the command and control relationships in different types of scenarios. DoD must address and exercise who is in charge at each level, including internal and external logistics support responsibilities.
3) The federal government and DoD should establish a combined school and training facility dedicated to educating both government actors and DoD personnel in the processes, capabilities and actions of each level of responders. This education process should include a capstone event bringing all levels of governmental support together in responding to a catastrophic event.
4) DoD should include domestic response education at all levels of the officer education system. With the forthcoming budget cuts and troop reductions, it is going to be important that leaders at all levels understand the DoD's disaster relief responsibilities. will continue to threaten our cities, infrastructure, major venues, and our government entities for the foreseeable future, and in all probability, will be the norm instead of the exception. Environmental threats will continue as man will never be able to harness and control Mother Nature. The probability for extensive damage to both humans and infrastructure is constant, with the likelihood of an event quickly overwhelming local authorities.
Governments at all levels must address these threats and continuously assess capabilities for providing support for our civilian population. With all the differing governmental actors involved, it is easy to wrongly assume that another response actor has requisite skills and capabilities needed to support an overwhelmed local jurisdiction.
The National Incident Management System and the National Response Plan must be not be allowed to sit on a shelf to collect dust. Responsible agencies charged with response capabilities must coordinate and practice their plans, adjusting responses based on ever-changing requirements.
As the Department of Defense resets and settles into its roles with reduced force structure and budgets, we must continue to keep our domestic response capabilities as a high priority. Our domestic response support plans must be exercised in conjunction with the civilian government National Response Plan to gain and maintain a working knowledge of each entities capabilities and limitations to better complement relief efforts.
Great strides have been made in the development of dedicated military units designed to support civilian authorities, but DoD must address command and control issues to include both Title X and Title 32 forces to gain unity of effort. As a consequence of our war-time mission readiness, DoD forces are in the best position, both in location and capabilities, to provide rapid, life-saving capabilities and significantly lessen the impact of disasters. Through properly coordinated planning, training, and exercises with our civilian agency counterparts, domestic relief assets can be brought to bear to effectively minimize loss of life and property in future catastrophic events. 
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